
MENS OVER 50/60/65 INTER COUNTY FINALS, HINCKLEY SQUASH 
CLUB. 23-24 JANUARY 2016 

 

The first of this season’s Senior Inter County Finals brought us to Hinckley. 

This is a brand new home for the 75 years young Hinckley Squash and Racketball 
Club. What a beautiful club it is - 4 glass backs all with perfect viewing from a huge bar and 
lounge. Some would say a "proper" squash club. 
They've been on this site since October 2015 and have already had a very healthy increase 
in new membership so they're obviously doing something right. They even arranged for the 
sun to be shining!  
 

Surrey was represented in two of the age groups: the over 50’s and 60’s 

 
Before play even began there was a little drama. Dave Clarke of the Over 60 squad decided 
he would get some pre match exercise which would involve all his team mates and anybody 
else who could help! Trying to reverse down a muddy bank he discovered that his car was 
stuck. With the start time looming, frantic calls to his team rounded up almost the whole of 

the 50’s and 60’s squad, now required to push his car out the mire. The headline to the 

accompanying photograph should read “Clarke’s squash team mates help ensure he’s no 

stick in the mud!” 

Despite the drama, the over 60’s rattled through their semi final against Yorkshire with 3/0 

wins for Steve Jackson and Dave Clarke. Paul Ekins opponent however was a little more 
dogged and Paul needed nearly an hour to get past him 3/2. With an overall 3/0 win Surrey 
ensured they could defend the title won last year. 
 
PAUL EKINS beat MARK THOMPSON                               3-2  9/5, 6/9, 9/1, 9/10, 9/1  (48m) 
DAVE CLARK beat STEVE WILLIAMS.                               3-0  9/6, 9/3, 9/2  (19m) 
STEVE JACKSON beat ROY ROBINSON                           3-0. 9/0, 9/3, 9/3. (20m) 
 

An enjoyable day’s squash at this lovely club was completed with delicious food and a 

relaxed social evening. The finals the next day were at 1pm and Surrey O60’s were facing 

first time finalists Buckinghamshire, who had finished runners up to them in the preliminary 
stages, so the weight of expectation was on the team. 
 

Steve Jackson at number 3 got off to a slow start and got sucked into his opponent’s soft 

hitting game losing the first narrowly. After strong words from his team mates he woke up 
and ran through the next 3 games comfortably, to give Surrey a winning start. Next on at one 
Paul had a tricky opponent and it looked like it would go to five again but after some long 
rallies he squeaked home in the fourth, ensuring Surrey retained their title. With only pride to 

play for the final game proved a real tussle with Dave’s opponent reflecting that he lost to 

Dave 30+ years ago and keen to reverse that.  He almost managed it but Dave coming back 
from 2/1 down played some tight squash to make sure he maintained his unbroken record 
against his opponent; a clean sweep for Surrey. 
 
PHIL ALEXANDER lost to PAUL EKINS              1-3  3/9, 9/6, 3/9, 8/10  (34m) 
PETER SMITH lost to DAVE CLARKE                 2-3  6/9, 9/2, 9/7, 3/9, 4/9  (41m) 
ROB BALLINGALL lost to STEVE JACKSON      1-3  9/7, 4/9, 2/9, 4/9  (27m) 

 



 

Playing in parallel with the Over 60’s was the Surrey O50’s men’s team.  In their semi final 

they had an extremely tight match against Hertfordshire and at 2 matches all in the deciding 

rubber the number two Nigel Stiles could prove he was a hero or zero and take the team 

through to their first final.  With a full balcony watching, an extremely high quality match 

ensued, with Nigel coming out on top against highly ranked Eamon Price, former over 45 

National Champion. 

 
MARC ALDRIDGE beat ANDREW EILFIELD                3-0  9/4, 9/2, 9/5 (24m) 
NIGEL STILES beat EAMONN PRICE                         3-1  10/8, 9/4, 2/9, 9/7 (55m) 
RICHARD MIDDLETON lost to GARY RAW                  1-3  3/9, 9/0, 2/9, 4/9  (44m) 
DERMOT HURFORD beat GEHAN FERNANDO          3-1  9/1, 10/9, 8/10, 9/7  (32m) 
MIKE STEWART lost to MARTIN WHITE                       2-3  4/9, 9/6, 9/4, 6/9, 9/10. (46m) 

 

By contrast to their semi final the Over 50’s breezed through the final with a 5/0 whitewash 

of opponents Cumbria.  The standout match was a 67 minute marathon for Richard 

Middleton at 3 which put Surrey into an unbeatable position with three rubbers won. The 

last two matches were a forgone conclusion to complete the victory in emphatic style. 

DAVE BOX lost to MARC ALDRIDGE                  1-3   7/9, 10/8, 0/9, 5/9, (40m) 
TONY HETHERINGTON lost to NIGEL STILES  1-3  1/9, 4/9, 9/3, 3/9  (27m) 
DAVID GRAY lost to RICHARD MIDDLETON      2-3   6/9, 9/6, 9/5, 6/9, 4/9  (67m) 
RONNIE CARTER lost to DERMOT HURFORD   0-3   2/9, 6/9, 4/9   (41m) 
ANDREW BELL lost to MATT PARKER                0-3  1/9, 2/9, 4/9  (29m) 

 

 


