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1. Introduction 

 

I am pleased to present my report for 2015-16, a period characterised by considerable 

change within England Squash. Sport England is taking a strong line with all National 

Governing Bodies (NGBs) that receive public money. Not only must they demonstrate 

that they are generating an acceptable return in terms of participation and elite 

performance but also that their governance is fit for purpose. Last year I reported that a 

new Chief Executive had been appointed at England Squash and the organisation had 

been restructured; this year the whole Board has been replaced. The new management 

team and the new Board have the confidence of Sport England and I believe that squash 

has a bright future in this country. Very importantly England Squash has recognised the 

importance of the County Associations, particularly for the delivery of its participation 

strategy. It has become increasingly clear that increasing participation is one of the most 

pressing priorities for England Squash and this has major implications for us. Put quite 

simply, our efforts to drive participation by helping clubs is important but it is not 

sufficient. We are therefore extending our activities to include leisure centres, schools 

and universities. However, if we are to sustain our development we need to increase our 

investment and this will require more revenue. At last year’s AGM and in a recent Club 

Forum we explored the concept of a county affiliation fee and this is now being formally 

proposed. To ensure that we have a vibrant and growing squash community in Surrey I 

urge you to support it. 

 

Over the past year we have seen significant growth in our junior programmes and 

primary school initiatives and we have started working with a number of leisure centres. 

Our work in clubs has brought mixed results with some clubs showing increasing levels 

of activity but others just holding their own. Although we are fortunate to have quite a 

large pool of coaches in Surrey, there are still not enough to meet our development needs. 

We are therefore launching a Developing Coaches Academy which will start shortly. 

This is an exciting new initiative which is being funded partly by Sport England. In order 

to complete the requirements for the grant we must amend our Constitution and a 

proposal to this effect is on the AGM agenda. 

 

In summary, we continue to show progress but, as I said in my report a year ago, we need 

to accelerate the pace of change to secure the future of squash and racketball in Surrey. 

 

2. Finance 

 

The Treasurer will go through the detail of the Financial Statements so I will simply 

mention the headlines. The Senior accounts show a breakeven for the year compared with 



a surplus of £3,673 in 2015, while the Junior accounts show a surplus of £2,919 

compared with a prior year deficit of £1,508.  

 

The combined reserves stood at just under £54,000 at the end of April. As I have said 

before, we are in a sound financial position but we don’t want to want to use the reserves 

to fund recurring expenditure particularly during a period of such political and economic 

uncertainty. 

 

I would like to thank Isabelle for all the hard work she has put into managing our 

finances and preparing the accounts for the past eight years. John Hughes, who has been 

on the committee since 2012, will be taking over as Treasurer.  

 

3. Leagues 

 

We had another successful year in all the leagues even though there were fewer teams in 

the winter Surrey Cup (down from 124 to 119) and Vets (down from 43 to 38). Numbers 

held steady in Vintage and in the winter Surrey Trophy there was a small increase (from 

20 back up to 21).  In the junior league there were 29 teams from 11 clubs with four 

teams playing each other at one club on the same afternoon; this format seems to work 

well.  

 

Once again the highlight of both the summer and winter Surrey Cup was the Finals 

afternoons. They were great events which were well supported by the clubs that had 

teams participating. My thanks go to Wimbledon Racquets and Colets for hosting the 

summer and winter Finals respectively. 

 

For some years there has been a debate about what scoring system to use in the leagues – 

PAR (Point a Rally) or HiHo (ie English). Apart from the fact that the World Squash 

Federation has adopted PAR, all our juniors use PAR and it won’t be long before those 

who were brought up on HiHo will be in the minority. We have used PAR 11 for some 

years in Divisions 1 and 2 but we decided that we should trial PAR 15 in all other 

Divisions in the summer Surrey Cup and Surrey Trophy. We have undertaken to conduct 

a survey towards the end of the season to gauge the level of acceptance of PAR and if the 

results are positive we shall move to PAR in the winter. We have decided to keep Vets 

and Vintage on HiHo, at least for the time being.   

 

There were no formal complaints about behaviour on court. However, we received two 

complaints about behaviour off court; both were resolved without any disciplinary action 

being taken. When we send out the information about the leagues before the start of the 

season we emphasise the importance of the conduct rule in preventing the escalation of 

bad behaviour. This does seem to help.  

 

The organisers put in a huge amount of time and effort to ensure that the leagues run 

smoothly and I want to thank all of them for their commitment - Tim Stainton, Geoff 

Howes, Sue Hamilton, Sue Monckton, Claire Baker and Lisa Pinggera. This year I want 

say a special thank you to Sue Hamilton who has stepped down after twenty plus years of 



running both the summer Surrey Cup and the Surrey Trophy. It has been a demanding job 

in recent years but even more demanding before the days of Leaguemaster! Tim will take 

over the summer Surrey Cup and Sue Monckton the Surrey Trophy. 

 

The full list of league winners is attached – congratulations to all. 

 

4. Inter-county results 

 

Once again we did well in the national inter-county tournaments. The Men’s First Team 

are back in the Premier Division and the Women’s First Team managed to come fifth 

despite the absence of some key players. In the juniors, the Boys’ U19 team took the 

national title and the Girls’ U15s were worthy runners up. In the age groups we did 

exceptionally well, ending up as National Champions in the Men’s O45, O50 and O60 

and the Women’s O40 categories and being runners up in the Women’s O50. The Men’s 

First Team retained their Premier Division place in the racketball event, 

 

The full results are attached to this report. 

 

5. Individual results 

 

Our players continue to do well at both a national and international level. I would like to 

congratulate the following players who have achieved outstanding results in the past 

season: 

o Tom Richards is currently No 26 in the world, Joe Lee is now No 52 and Charles 

Sharpes has jumped up more than ten places to No 51. Tom played for England in 

the European team championships and won his match in the final when England 

beat France. 

o Alison Thompson had a very good season and is now No 78 in the world, while 

Kace Bartley and Nada el Kalaawy are neck and neck at 139 and 141 

respectively. 

o The British Open (held at Colets) – we had no winners this year but Andy 

Normile was runner up in the Men’s O45 and we had a number of semi-finalists. 

o National Champioships 

o Dermot Hurford was runner up in the Men’s O55 

o Pat Kirton won the Men’s O75 title 

o Isabelle Tweedle won the Women’s O45 title  

o The following players represented England in the Masters Home Internationals – 

o Andy Normile  O45 Men 

o Marc Aldridge  O50 Men 

o Dermot Hurford O55 Men (Captain) 

o Pat Kirton  O75 Men 

o Shayne Baillie  O35/40 Women 

o Isabelle Tweedle  O45 Women 

o Tammy Bennett O55 Women 

o Charlie Lee was runner up in the British Closed U19 and came third in the 

England U19 championships. 



o Charlie Lee and Matthew Broadberry were selected to represent England in the 

European U19 championships where Charlie reached the quarter finals. Charlie 

has also been selected to represent England in the World U19 championships in 

Poland. 

  

6. County Tournaments 

 

Based on the results of a survey the previous year we decided to move the date of the 

Surrey Closed from January 2016 to October 2015. Unfortunately, because the weekend 

allocated by England Squash was at the beginning of the month and it clashed with a 

Junior Silver event, we had a poor response. At short notice we changed the date back to 

January – a good decision as it turned out because we attracted over 100 entries. My 

thanks go to Claire Baker and her helpers, Paul Chell and Sally Mallett. I must also thank 

St George’s Hill for again allowing us the use of their facilities for the weekend and to 

the club staff for their friendly service. 

 

We have not yet set a date for the 2016-17 Surrey Closed but it is likely to be over the 

weekend of 21-22 January 2017. I would ask all clubs to encourage their members to 

enter as it is a graded tournament and a great festival of squash for league players across 

the spectrum. 

 

We reinstituted the racketball County Closed in 2015 and planned to repeat the event this 

year. Unfortunately we have had to delay it but we are hoping to hold it before the end of 

2016.  

 

The squash Masters Doubles and the Open Doubles took place at the Royal Automobile 

Club in November and May respectively. They were both successful events and I would 

like to thank the RAC for hosting them and Dan Zammit-Lewis for his enthusiastic 

organisation. 

 

Congratulations to all the tournament winners. 

 

7. Juniors 

 

We continue to focus on junior development and Neil Frankland and Peter Crossman 

have helped a number of clubs with their junior programmes. I cover this in more detail 

later in my report.  

 

The County squads continue to grow and we are now coaching more than 200 youngsters 

– up from 184 last year. We are conscious that the numbers are putting some strain on our 

delivery and we are looking at ways of addressing this to make sure that we give our 

juniors the best opportunity to develop. We are most grateful for the financial assistance 

we get from the Vernon Ely Trust; without this our junior programmes would not be 

where they are today.  

 



Our top juniors continue to excel at national level and there are 14 boys and 14 girls who 

are in the top fifty nationally in their age groups.  

 

The Neil Desai Super Series, which is supported by the Neil Desai Foundation, goes from 

strength to strength and this calendar year we have already seen over 200 juniors taking 

part in seven events.  

 

My special thanks go to the coaches led by Neil Frankland as well as all the parents who 

volunteer to help, particularly with inter county matches.  

 

The junior County Closed, expertly run by Tina Fuselli and Phil Rushworth, attracted a 

record entry of just over 130 and was again a great success. Our thanks go to Tina and 

Phil and to the host club, Wimbledon Racquets & Fitness The tournament results and the 

inter county results are attached. 

 

8. PSL and National Club Championships 

 

Surrey Health and Racquets emerged victorious yet again, I think for the sixth time, 

beating arch rivals, St George’s Hill, in the finals. Congratulations to Pete Smith, Danny 

Lee and their teams for another successful year.  

 

In the National Club Championships there were again two Surrey clubs contesting a 

major final – Roehampton and Colets in the Men’s. It was a tough match with 

Roehampton emerging victorious. Colets also took third place in the Women’s, were 

runners up in the O45 Mixed and won the O55 Mixed – a great result. Congratulations to 

both clubs.   

 

9. Surrey Youth Games 

 

All of the boroughs except Tandridge sent squash teams to the Surrey Youth Games 

which were held at Surrey Sports Park in June. Over 120 enthusiastic children did battle 

in the School Years 3 to 5 and 6 to 8 categories with Reigate borough wresting both titles 

from Epsom and Ewell. The run up to the weekend provides many children with the 

opportunity to play squash but keeping those who are not selected for the borough teams 

is a challenge. In some cases it is a question of money, ie as soon as the free training ends 

and parents have to pay for ongoing coaching the children drift away, and in other cases 

the children are lost to other sports or other activities. Nevertheless retention remains a 

focus.   

 

10. Racketball 

 

We were delighted to welcome Mike Parsons onto the committee earlier this year to take 

over the racketball portfolio. Mike is passionate about racketball and he would like to see 

it established in all clubs. So if you are interested in racketball I would urge you to speak 

to him.  

 



Unfortunately we took some time to get the racketball leagues started in 2016 and I 

apologise for the delay.   

 

 

11. Newsletter and web site 

 

Lisa Pinggera has done a great job in keeping the web site fresh and up to date. Not only 

that, she has been pro-active in compiling and mailing regular newsletters to keep squash 

and racketball players informed about what is going on and she has been Facebooking 

and Tweeting to give us more exposure.  The web site and our social media activity are 

key to our communications and we are using them increasingly. There are more and more 

visits to the site, especially now that Leaguemaster is fully integrated.   

 

12. Marking/refereeing 

 

Neil Frankland’s marking workshops continue to be popular and he has run seven of 

these courses since the start of the squash year last September. The cost is £70 and all of 

the money raised is used to fund development. 

 

13. Clubs 

 

As I have said many times, clubs are key to increasing participation and they are at the 

heart of our development initiatives. The more the clubs engage with us the more we can 

share our collective knowledge and experience. This will help to grow squash and 

strengthen the clubs. Please don’t hesitate to call on us – we’ll be delighted to help 

wherever we can.  

 

More clubs held successful graded tournaments during the course of the year. These seem 

to be increasingly popular and are good revenue earners for the clubs.  

 

It is encouraging to see more investment going into the upgrading of facilities. Sandown 

has upgraded its three courts and is planning to build two more, including a show court. 

Roehampton has refurbished its courts and has built a new show court with a movable 

wall and Christophers is hoping to get six new courts as part of the Wimbledon Stadium 

redevelopment. Better facilities can only help the image of the sport and make it more 

appealing while at the same time the new show courts can be used to attract more large 

events. 

 

14. Leisure centres 

 

Leisure centres provide good facilities for the casual squash player and for attracting 

beginners and there is an opportunity to link them with schools. Terry Jukes has been 

running a vibrant junior squash club at Spelthorne for many years and more recently we 

have been working at Leatherhead and Runnymede. We have also started programmes at 

Woking and hope to replicate these at Haslemere and Cranleigh shortly. There is a huge 



opportunity to expand our activities in this sector but we need additional coaching 

capacity. I address this later in my report. 

 

15. Universities and colleges 

 

Jesse Engelbrecht at the University of Surrey and Ian Robinson at Roehampton 

University have done a great job in promoting squash at all levels. This includes 

encouraging students to get coaching qualifications and assist with events such as the 

Surrey Youth Games. In addition, Kingston University has a close link with Surbiton and 

Roehampton University with Wimbledon Racquets & Fitness.  

 

We currently do very little in colleges and we believe this is another area which offers 

considerable potential. However, the constraint is again coaching capacity. 

 

16. England Squash (ES) 

 

We work closely with Chris Peach, the ES regional manager, and the South-East regional 

forum comprising the chairmen of the Kent, Middlesex, Sussex and Essex County 

Associations. I have agreed to chair the regional forum for a second year and to be the 

representative on the national forum group whose role is to promote the alignment of the 

County Associations and ES, particularly when it comes to the participation strategy. ES 

recognises the County Associations as key strategic partners and it wants to work closely 

with them; however, this is a two-way street and it is incumbent on the County 

Associations to help ES with the delivery of its participation initiatives. In Surrey we 

believe we are, in a sense, England Squash and this is an important message that we want 

to communicate to our stakeholders. Specifically, we are helping to deliver a number of 

ES initiatives which I mention below under Development.   

 

I can’t stress enough how important it is to increase participation for the long term benefit 

of the sport and to protect ES funding from Sport England. While it is encouraging to see 

a small increase in participation in the recent Active People Survey, one swallow doesn’t 

make a summer and it is imperative that we continue to focus clearly on the programmes 

that will draw more people to the sport. 

 

ES has just relaunched its web site which now looks modern and appealing and is much 

more navigable. There will definitely be changes to the ES membership and affiliation 

model but I think it will be some time before we know what shape this will take. Of 

course the ES strategy goes well beyond participation. Talent development, branding and 

communication are other areas where there are major changes which are starting to have 

an impact both externally and in the world of squash.  

 

The ES grants programme has changed. This year we were awarded the maximum 

amount of £2,500 on condition that (a) we matched it and (b) we used the money for 

specific areas of development. It is now impossible to obtain funding from either public 

bodies (such as Sport England) or England Squash without committing to achieve agreed 

targets. As I mentioned in my report last year, measurement of performance is therefore 



critically important and I would urge clubs to monitor their key performance indicators 

on a regular basis and to help us by sending us the information which we request from 

time to time.  

 

17. Development plan   

 

It is difficult to get an accurate picture of trends in adult participation in Surrey but we do 

know that we are getting growth in juniors. We want to, and need to, increase our efforts 

and we believe the best way to do so is by focusing on our five strategic imperatives:  

 Help clubs nurture existing members and attract new members 

 Help coaches develop their (coaching) businesses 

 Build the junior pipeline 

 Create greater squash and racketball awareness 

 Secure funding by generating revenue and through sponsorship 

I’ll cover each of these in turn. 

 

17.1 Helping clubs (including leisure centres and universities) 

This remains a core part of our activities. We work closely with seven hub clubs helping 

to link them with nearby primary schools and finding ways to attract more adults to 

squash. Peter Crossman has run numerous taster sessions at primary schools and over 

1,000 children have now had exposure to squash. It is very important that the clubs 

develop relationships with the schools in their areas to ensure that the taster sessions 

translate into more junior club members. This can bring the added benefit of encouraging 

the parents to take up (or in some cases return to) squash and racketball.  

 

As I have mentioned, we are expanding our work in leisure centres and universities and 

we are confident that we will reap the rewards in both of these important sectors.  

 

17.2 Helping coaches develop their (coaching) businesses 

We are fortunate to have quite a large pool of coaches but we need more if we are to meet 

our participation targets. We are therefore setting up a Developing Coaches Academy 

with the objective of training and developing aspirant coaches. The Academy will focus 

not only on coaching skills but also on broader skills which will help the trainees build 

successful and sustainable coaching businesses. The trainee coaches will help clubs 

expand their schools outreach programmes which are key to driving long term 

participation growth.  

 

We continue to help enthusiastic juniors get their Level 1 qualification and we recently 

sent a group to a training workshop for Squash 101, an introductory programme 

developed by England Squash. Some of this group are going on to the next Level 1 

course in September. 

 

17.3 Build the junior pipeline 

I have already covered most of what we are doing in this very important area. We 

continue to grow our county squads and we are seeing more young people playing 

regularly at clubs and in events such as the Neil Desai Super Series. There is much more 



to be done, however, and there are sectors of untapped potential such as secondary 

schools and colleges.  

 

17.4 Create greater squash and racketball awareness 

I want to thank Steve Jackson who maintains contact with the regional media groups, 

writes interesting articles for publication and encourages club representatives to send 

news articles to the local press. It isn’t easy to get the exposure we want because squash 

is considered to be a secondary sport and gets crowded out by the likes of football, rugby, 

cricket, hockey, tennis, etc. However, I believe that it is possible but it will require 

patience and some tenacity (and England Squash’s new communications strategy will 

help). 

 

As I mentioned earlier, our up to date web site and our social media activity is also an 

important part of our own efforts to increase awareness.   

 

17.5 Secure more funding 

Despite John Hughes’ efforts we have not been successful in securing more sponsorship 

and it would seem that a stumbling block is out inability to offer prospective sponsors 

access to a comprehensive database. This is something we shall try to address in the next 

year. 

 

In my introduction I mentioned the proposal to introduce a county affiliation fee, which 

was discussed at last year’s AGM and again at the recent Club Forum. I want to 

emphasise its importance. Over the past five years we have, I believe, done much to 

promote and develop squash but we now need to build on this and try to get many more 

people playing on a regular basis. If we are to be successful we need to do more outreach 

and this will require more resources and more investment. It is not growth for growth’s 

sake but growth to secure the long term future of our sport and our facilities (particularly 

our clubs).  

 

18. Constitution 

 

At last year’s AGM we obtained approval to progress the registration of the Surrey SRA 

as a Charitable Incorporated Organisation (CIO). We did some preparatory work while 

waiting for guidance from England Squash on a standardised approach which in the end 

did not materialise. In the meantime Kent SRA has registered as a CIO and, with the 

agreement of England Squash, its new constitution will be a model for other County 

Associations which want to register as CIOs. It is our intention to hold an Extraordinary 

General Meeting in the next three months to obtain approval for a new constitution based 

on this model.  

 

19. Conclusion 

 

We remain focused on our vision to build a vibrant squash and racketball community 

in Surrey with the overarching objective to increase participation. As I have said 

many times we can’t do this on our own – we need the help and support of clubs in 



particular.  In fact, working with clubs, leisure centres, universities, colleges and schools 

to increase participation is our highest priority. While we are very focused on 

development we also want to run our operations efficiently and effectively; and by 

“operations” I mean our ongoing activities such as the county leagues, county 

championships, junior squads, communications, etc. While we don’t always get it right I 

want to assure you that we try very hard to do so.  

 

My fellow committee members continue to put in long hours for the Surrey SRA and I 

want to thank them for their dedication, their hard work and their support. The Surrey 

SRA is very fortunate in having such a committed group of volunteers.  

 

Finally, I would like to thank the coaches and the facilities, particularly the clubs, for 

their support of the SSRA. These relationships are very important and we look forward to 

strengthening them in the year ahead. 

 

 

Patrick Fleming 

July 2016  

 

 

 

 


